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Abstract

This thesis  describes the trafficking of  children within Ethiopia  for  the purpose of  exploitative 

labour, how boys and girls are recruited from rural Gamo Gofa to urban Addis Ababa to work in the 

weaving and firewood industries. Drawing from the theoretical statements made by Basu and Van, 

parents only give their child to a recruiter when poverty forces them to, and the Ethiopian case 

shows how parents are the main decision-makers in the recruitment as they act upon their economic 

situation and the premises given by the recruiter. In poverty-stricken contexts promises of economic 

prosperity function as a catalyst; an alternative is provided and parents are ensured both economic 

gain  for  themselves  and  improved  life  standards  for  their  children.  One  person  is  often  both 

recruiter  and  employer,  usually  with  some  connection  to  the  family,  and  favour  young  boys 

intended to work with traditional weaving. The result from this study leads to a twofold challenge; 

to decrease the economic poverty creating a need of migration, and to increase the awareness of 

child trafficking.
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1. Introduction

Down the hill she walks slowly with only plastic shoes on her feet, her back bent under the heavy 

weight of eucalyptus wood. The sun begins to set but she can still see the view of Addis Ababa, the 

capital of her home country Ethiopia. Not far from the road is a small house, dark and crowded with 

boys, simple weaving machines and an employer. From outside the boys can hear children in their 

own age playing, but still they have to work many hours before they can lie down on the dirty floor 

under their weaving machine and try to sleep. The boys, as well as the girl, come from southern 

Ethiopia and can agree on one thing; Addis Ababa is nothing like they were told.

The economic difficulties in rural Ethiopia provide a soil where false assumptions easily can be 

sown. To a large extent this affects the upbringing of children in the Ethiopian countryside, as 

parents love their children and want to provide the best future possible for them in spite of poverty. 

False promises from recruiters enable exploitation of children when parents think they choose a 

prosperous  life,  unaware  that  they  partake  in  trafficking  that  will  cause  devastation  for  their 

children. 

Contrary to the common notion, the worldwide trafficking for labour is a much greater phenomenon 

than trafficking for prostitution – easily described by the size of the industries.1 Globally at least 

12.3 million people are victims of forced labour,  including child  labour,  bonded labour,  sexual 

servitude and transnational human trafficking. Victims are found worldwide, mostly in South Asia 

and Pacific region (77.2% of total) while Sub-Saharan Africa has approximately 5.4% (600 000) of 

the victims of forced labour out of which a majority is subject to economic exploitation.2 Although 

Africa has been neglected in research on trafficking, some initial research has been carried out in 

West Africa.3 Non Governmental Organisations (NGOs) have identified cases of internal trafficking 

of children for exploitative labour in Ethiopia, a case unacknowledged by scholars. In combination 

with the societal need this discrepancy is where this study can make a contribution; to describe a 

case of trafficking from an area on which we lack in-depth research, and to increase the awareness 

of trafficking within countries for other purposes than prostitution. From an empirical perspective 

there is need of knowledge to initiate and optimize interventions. 

1 Feingold 2005:26
2 Koettl 2009:10f
3 Adepoju 2005:75ff
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Theories on in-country trafficking for the purpose of exploitative labour are lacking, and therefore 

the main statements from a theory focused on child labour, Basu and Van’s luxury axiom, will be 

expanded in order to describe the case of Ethiopia.4 In combination with previous literature the 

theory leads to an expectation that parents are the main decision-makers of the household and act 

upon premises  of  economy and the promises  given by recruiters.  The rational choice made by 

parents enables trafficking to take place when children are sent to illusory green pastures.5 The 

purpose of this study is thus to investigate the trafficking of children by focusing at the in-country 

recruitment of children for exploitative labour from rural to urban areas in Ethiopia. A description of  

the trafficking process will be made in line with the following research question:

How are children from Gamo Gofa recruited for the purpose of exploitative labour in Addis Ababa?

During the period of March-May 2011 I carried out a field study in Ethiopia, Addis Ababa and 

Chencha, consisting of interviews with child trafficking victims and coordinators within the projects  

of  Win  Souls  for  God/Hope  for  Children  Relief  and  Development  Association  (WSG/HCE-

RDA).The main limitation of the study is that the research is carried out within only one NGO, and 

the perspectives may therefore be skewed. Additionally there are challenges because of the moral 

and ethical aspects of the trafficking process, later explained in the methodology section. 

1.1 Disposition

A literature review will lead to an extension of the theory of the luxury axiom and the underlining 

of parents'  decision-making, from child labour to in-country child trafficking for the purpose of 

exploitative labour. Thereafter focus will be on Ethiopia to get a broader scope of the local context. 

The  variables  and  method  of  interviewing  will  be  explained  and  discussed.  Research  findings 

describe the case of trafficking – the background and purpose followed by the recruitment process 

including recruiters, promises, decision making and transportation. The analysis of the results will 

then be made in connection to the previous literature upon which conclusions are drawn. Lastly I 

will  pose questions for further research and give examples on what implications this study can 

result in.

4 Basu & Van 1998:412ff
5 Laczko & Gozdziak 2005:80, Adepoju 2005:76
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2. Theory

2.1 The Luxury Axiom

Basu and Van's theory of the luxury axiom originally explains the prevalence of child labour and the  

authors seek to contest the popular view of the problem: 

“Child labor […] is taken to be a product of avaricious entrepreneurs seeking cheap labour  

and selfish parents who would prefer enjoying leisure while their children work. It seems to us  

that while this popular description of entrepreneurs may well be accurate, the parents are  

mischaracterized”.6 

Non-working children are a luxury good – households only let children work when poverty forces 

them to.7 The theory is based on an assumption that parents are the main decision-makers in the 

family, and their concern for the household and strive for the family's survival are affecting whether 

the children work or not.8 The axiom reads as follows: 

“A family will send the children to the labor market only if the family's income from non-

child-labour sources drops very low.”9

Child labour is seen as a substitute for adult labour, when the same tasks can be carried out for 

lower wages.10 The need of child labourers in certain industries is sometimes explained by push 

factors, one being that the physics of children (e.g. “nimble fingers”) enable them to carry out some  

tasks, such as carpet weaving, better than adults. This view is however contested by the argument of 

substitution – Basu concludes that adults always can replace children, though this substitution is 

hindered by the high adult wages.11

The luxury axiom can be interpreted as expectations of getting an increased family income leading 

to decisions of sending children to the labour market, a line of argument that can be drawn straight 

into the prevalence of child trafficking and the recruitment part of the trafficking process. In the 

case of child labour close to the family home, the information on economic gain is more likely to be 

first-hand, while child trafficking to a different geographical area means that the labour itself is  

6 Basu & Van 1998:412
7 Ibid.:415
8 Ibid.:412
9 Ibid.:416
10 Ibid.:416
11 Basu 1999:1100
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distant. Therefore the expectations should be based on indirect information, including tasks and 

salary. The promises of the recruiter should be seen as central when it comes to recruitment of 

children in the trafficking process. 

Two conditions  have  to  be  met;  first,  the parents  have  to  be  informed that  the purpose  of  the 

trafficking is labour, irrespective of whether it is, for the theory to be expanded to child trafficking. 

Second, the parents need to have an expectation of economic gain, which can be promised by a 

recruiter or a result from a more general world view. Hence, the actual purpose of child trafficking 

is secondary in expanding this theory, what is important is the various aspects of the recruitment; 

promises and expectations in relation to the economic background. 

 

Even  though  Basu  and  Van  are  somewhat  vague  in  their  description  of  child  labour  and  the 

limitations of their study, there are reasons to expect that parents are key actors also when it comes 

to trafficking for the same purpose. In the literature on child trafficking the importance of parents 

and the seeking for prosperity as one of the consequences of poverty are further emphasized.12 On 

Sub-Saharan Africa it is written that “parents or guardians of trafficked children are under false  

illusions and are unaware of the severe exploitation to which their  wards are often subjected”, 

enhancing the altruistic view of the household.13 

In a broader perspective trafficking can be seen as a “migratory response to current globalizing  

economic trends”, when the gap between rich and poor communities result in “survival migrants” 

seeking opportunities elsewhere.14 Trafficking does not start with the recruiter, but with conditions 

that make people vulnerable to exploitation – trafficking can be migration for survival rather than 

kidnapping  or  coercion.  Hence,  push  factors  are  not  created  by  traffickers  who  simply  take 

advantage of vulnerable individuals.15 The view of trafficking as migration gone terribly wrong is 

also expressed by Feingold who additionally stresses the importance of the world view, “the draw 

of  big  lights  and  big  cities”.16 In  wealthier  areas  there  are  further  unmet  labour  demands  in 

combination  with  promises  of  higher  salaries  and  standards,  promises  spreading  through  the 

increased  information  technology  become  pull  factors  for  survival  migrants.17 In  that  way  the 

probability  of  families  choosing  child  labour  as  a  way  out  of  poverty  is  increased,  and  the 

12 Dottridge 2002:38ff
13 Adepoju 2005:76
14 Chuang 2006:137f
15 Ibid.:140 
16 Feingold 2005:32
17 Chuang:2006:144f, Aronowitz 2001:170
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alternative of letting a child work will seem more lucrative. 

In the trafficking process three categories of intermediaries are identified; recruiters, escorts and 

surveyors. Recruiters visit  poor villages, especially in periods of financial  hardships or national 

holidays and bring the children with or without payment to the family. Escorts often pose as family 

members and the task of the surveyor depend on the extent of the working site – as there are more 

workers, surveillance will be stricter.18

Complemented by the arguments above, the theory presented by Basu and Van give expectation of 

rational decision-making by parents, on premises of the economic situation and the world view 

affected by promises given by the recruiter. Parents are the main decision-makers when it comes to 

recruitment for exploitative child labour, thereby also when it comes to cases of in-country child 

trafficking.  Additional focus on trafficking per se adds to the picture, as trafficked children are 

transported (escorted) and finally reaches the working site, as the purpose is exploitative labour. 

This is illustrated in Figure 1.

Figure 1: Child Trafficking for the Purpose of Exploitative Labour

2.2 A Research Gap

Previous  research  on  trafficking  centre  around  trafficking  of  women  and  children  for  sexual 

18 Haspels & Jankanish 2000:187
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exploitation,  often  excluding  other  forms  of  trafficking,  e.g.  trafficking  for  forced  labour.19 

Research mainly focus on international trafficking and omit trafficking within countries.20 Although 

international,  the  prevalence  of  trafficking  in  Asia,  Europe,  South  and  Central  America  and 

Australia is relatively well documented, while we lack detailed research on other regions – such as 

Africa.21 The scarce literature on African trafficking has given West Africa most attention, resulting 

in a need to focus on other African regions where the phenomenon is researchable.22 Thus, to the 

best  of  my  knowledge,  there  are  both  theoretical  and  geographical  gaps  that  give  reason  to 

investigate trafficking within Ethiopia where child trafficking for the purpose of exploitative labour 

has been observed. Basu and Van's theory of the luxury axiom provide arguments that enable a 

description of the Ethiopian case.

19 Laczko & Gozdziak 2005:9
20 Oluwaniyi 2009:85
21 Ebbe & Das 2007:5
22 Endeshaw et al 2006:8
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3. Child Trafficking in Ethiopia

Lately, several studies have indicated that trafficking out from and within Ethiopia is an extensive 

and  increasing  problem,  but  the  extent  and  character  is  still  undocumented.  To  know  how 

trafficking can be prevented there is  a clear requirement for further research and information.23 

According to the World Bank 1% of all  Ethiopian children (5-14 years old) work outside their 

families for wages.24 Ethiopia's labour law Labor Proclamation 377/2003 states in Article 48 that 

apprenticeships  allows  for  contracts  to  be  formed  with  people  older  than  14.  Employment  of 

children less than 14 years of age is prohibited, so is employment for activities that endanger the 

lives and health of 14-18 year old children, including heavy lifting and work in sewers or tunnels. 

Employers are not allowed to hire young workers for overtime work (exceeding 7 hours) or work 

carried out at night (10pm-6am).25 

Trafficking within Ethiopia mostly takes place from rural to urban areas and the main purpose is to 

recruit women and children to work as housemaids, traditional weavers or prostitutes.26 In most 

observed trafficking cases the recruiter is known by the victim, as it often is a relative or family 

friend. Sometimes the recruiter focus on the parents and the child is sent away hoping that he or she 

will be able to support the family financially.27

A study in Addis Ababa claims that 35.3% of underage migrants from Chencha, Gamo Gofa zone, 

Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region (SNNPR) in Ethiopia left their home village 

with the acceptance of their parents, whilst 14.7% of the children have been stolen or abducted.28 

Since equivalent statistics from the remaining zones and regions are unavailable these numbers 

have limited ability to explain but indicate a noteworthy actor in the migration of children; the 

parents. Chencha has a population of 111 680, while Gamo Gofa consist of 1 595 57029 – these are 

the areas from which production leaders of the traditional weaving industry often originate from. 

The  industry  is  mostly  home based  and  employers  return  to  Gamo  Gofa  and  Chencha  during 

national holidays to recruit new employees.30 

23 Endeshaw et al 2006:8f
24 Gallia & Fares 2008:186
25 Ibid.:212
26 Endeshaw et al 2006:5f
27 Ibid.:20f
28 Ibid.:22
29 FDRE 2008:78f
30 Endeshaw et al 2006:22ff
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International Labour Organization, ILO, lists “carrying leaves for fire fuel” as one of 22 tasks child 

domestic workers may carry out.31 A study from 1989 mention how women carrying firewood in 

Addis Ababa, focusing on the socio economic impacts on girls and women lacking any alternative 

livelihood.32 A majority (61.1%) of the respondents migrated from rural and semi-rural areas in 

order to look for better lives in Addis Ababa.33  These observations indicate an occurrence in need of 

further investigation.

3.1 Contribution of a Field Study

To increase the understanding of trafficking and to get in-depth information on the phenomena the 

scope of this thesis is narrowed to the industries of weaving and firewood. The Ethiopian NGO Win 

Souls for God/ Hope for Children Ethiopia – Relief and Development Association (WSG/HCE-

RDA) has had a long term commitment to the large number of children recruited to Addis Ababa for  

these purposes. Hence there is a noticeable discrepancy between the experience of the NGO and the 

problems acknowledged by scholars, as research in the field is extremely scarce. I have found no 

research  describing  the  recruitment  of  these  child  labourers  in  detail  and  the  local  NGO  has 

indicated  that  girls  and  boys  are  recruited  from  the  same  area.  The  focus  will  therefore  be 

geographical (northern Addis Ababa and southern Ethiopia). The possibility for the coming result to 

be  generalized  will  increase  as  two industries  and  both  sexes  are  included,  and as  rural-urban 

trafficking occurs in other countries. The result will  therefore be generalizable to internal rural-

urban trafficking of children for the purpose of exploitative labour, in Ethiopia and beyond. 

The contribution of this thesis is to increase the understanding of the problem, as new regions has to 

be included in the discussion concerning trafficking – a discourse that can also be enriched by the 

inclusion of trafficking for other purposes than prostitution. A field study can expand Basu and 

Van's theory with the grass root experience of trafficking. The social relevance is clear; the NGOs 

working with this problem can be more effective in their approach. If the recruitment, as the theory 

suggests, is based on poverty in combination with promises from the recruiter it is possible to see 

how interventions can be designed to prevent further recruitment  of children from this area.  In 

summary the contribution respond to the challenge coming from two directions; the research gap 

and the empirical need of information to prevent the problem.

31 Kifle 2002:29
32 Haile 1989:447
33 Ibid.:445
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4. Methodology 

Basu and Van's theoretical statements are used to describe the recruitment process in the case of 

trafficking of children within Ethiopia for the purpose of exploitative labour. Although the theory 

consists of economic models, these will not be included in this thesis – instead Basu and Van's 

reasoning will be used with an aim to expand the theory beyond child labour to trafficking. The 

theory  discussion  led  to  a  figure  where  the  variables  are  found;  recruiter,  promises,  parents,  

decision making, child hand over, transportation and exploitative child labour. The variables can be 

seen  as  the  most  central  aspects  of  the  recruitment  process  and  are  chosen  to  structure  the 

description.

Empirical details have been used towards more abstract ideas; a bottom up perspective has been the 

ideal  throughout  the  entire  study.  The  initial  planning  of  the  study was  made in  August  2010  

together with Gizachew Ayka, coordinator of WSG, to ensure local relevance and in March-May 

2011 a field study was carried out  in Addis Ababa and Chencha,  Ethiopia.  In order to make a 

qualitative description of the recruitment process without being able to observe the actual turn of 

events, I used the method of interviewing. As the empirical research is limited a local NGO offers a 

unique  insight  in  the  situation.  Certainly  there  is  a  risk  that  the  information  will  be  too 

unidirectional as the sample in a way is in the hands of the organisation – yet this may be a risk 

worth taking to get access to the crucial information. 

Investigation  of  a  trafficking  process  is  at  this  level  of  research  full  of  practical  limitations, 

including moral considerations. The information needed for this thesis could have been collected 

from parents  having  given  away their  children  to  recruiters,  but  despite  increased  validity  this 

method  would  be  problematic  both  to  carry  out  and  to  defend  from  an  ethical  perspective. 

Additionally statistics on income levels in Gamo Gofa are lacking. Hence the research design is 

chosen for validity and practical possibility to meet halfway, to get as close to the object of analysis 

as  possible  but  still  keep  the distance  needed in  order  to  respect  individuals  involved  and get 

truthful answers. As in most qualitative studies there is a risk of low reliability – would the result be 

the same if someone else carried out the study? With this in mind informant interviews work as an 

analytic tool, so that the conclusions will not be too affected by my subjectivity. 

In the initial stage of the field study one interview with a trafficking victim and four informant 
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interviews were conducted and thereafter the interviews were transcribed and analysed, from which 

an interview guide was made to carry out further interviews with children.34 This choice had two 

reasons; to let empirical reality and local knowledge affect the continuation of the research, and to 

make the interviews with children as simple as possible. The informants were asked to describe how 

children are recruited from Gamo Gofa to Addis Ababa, what situation they come from and where 

they  end  up,  and  the  children  themselves  got  open-ended  questions  concerning  their  own 

experiences. The interview transcripts were ordered into the six variables and analysed in relation to 

the research question and the theory. 

All interviews were semi-structured depth interviews, to enable new discoveries.  The informant 

interviews were 30-45 minutes long, held in English at the workplace of the informant, while the 

interviews with the children were shorter (9-20 minutes) and conducted together with translators 

that know the children well. The eleven children were randomly chosen from the projects of the 

NGO; HCE Freedom House Girls Home and Boys Home, where all participants are trafficking 

victims  who  have  worked  with  firewood  carrying  or  weaving.  All  former  child  labourers 

interviewed come from Gamo Gofa; ten from Chencha and one from neighbouring Arba Minch. 

Questions were very general and open in order not to push the children or force them to answer – I 

preferred the risk of not getting all the answers in detail instead of being too eager with the children. 

All respondents were informed about the purpose of the interview and no names of the children 

figure in the thesis. Amharic is not the mother tongue of the children since they all come from 

Gamo  Gofa,  yet  I  chose  Amharic  interpreters  known by  the  children  instead  of  an  unknown 

Gamonja translator. Additionally there might be many problems attached to the power relations and 

the fact that I as a foreigner asked sensitive questions.

Within the NGO there might be a risk of tendency, an exaggeration of the problem in order to lobby 

and gain support – this risk was hopefully minimized by detailed questions and data triangulation. 

Informants, interviewees and in a way even I as a former volunteer belong to the same NGO which 

on one hand result in a high level of dependency, but at the same time a high level of informality 

that might give more honest answers. There is reason to believe that children overrate their role in 

the trafficking process. As persuasion of both parents and children is a part of the recruitment the 

view might be that the migration was the child's own decision. Numerous reasons bring risks of 

untruthful answers; the children forget details, want to protect either themselves or their parents, or 

34 Appendix I
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do not want to share their experiences. The most definite uncertainty in the result is the ages of the 

children. In the rural areas age is not considered as important and the children have been separated 

from the parents who may have the information. Because of this problem focus will not be on the 

exact  ages of  children,  but rather on clear differences between “younger” and “older” children 

based on the ages told.

4.1 Definition of Trafficking

A broad  definition  of  trafficking  is  found  in  the  Protocol  to  Prevent,  Suppress  and  Punish 

Trafficking  in  Persons,  Especially  Women  and  Children,  Supplementing  the  United  Nations 

Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime. The definition of trafficking in the so called 

Palermo protocol is:

(a) “Trafficking in persons” shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring  

or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of  

abduction, of fraud, of deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of  

the giving or receiving of3 payments or benefits to achieve the consent of a person having  

control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation shall include, at a  

minimum, the exploitation of the prostitution of others or other forms of sexual exploitation,  

forced labour or services, slavery or practices similar to slavery, servitude or the removal of  

organs; 

(b) The consent of a victim of trafficking in persons to the intended exploitation set forth in  

subparagraph (a)  of  this  article  shall  be  irrelevant  where  any  of  the  means  set  forth  in  

subparagraph (a) have been used; 

(c) The recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a child for the purpose  

of exploitation shall be considered “trafficking in persons” even if this does not involve any  

of the means set forth in subparagraph (a) of this article; 

(d) “Child” shall mean any person under eighteen years of age.35 

In this thesis the emphasis will be on the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt 

of a child for the purpose of exploitation, and exploitation as forced labour or services. Hence, 

aiming to investigate the child trafficking for the purpose of exploitative labour36, the definition of 

35 UN 2000
36 OHCHR 1999: Article 3 subparagraph d
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child trafficking used in this thesis is the following:

Child trafficking is the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring or receipt of a child  

(under 18 years) for the purpose of exploitation, including forced labour or services – work  

which, by its nature or the circumstances in which it is carried out, is likely to harm the  

health, safety or morals of children. 
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5. Result: Recruitment Process

5.1 Recruiter

Trafficking from Gamo Gofa to Addis Ababa affects children from 6 up to 15 years of age, although 

the most common age is 10-12 years. Older children are more difficult to recruit as they question 

both the recruitment and later also the labour itself more than younger children whom employers 

can shape according to their will. Boys are trafficked in a larger extent than girls.37 Five of the 

children interviewed were recruited by their neighbour, a person known by the family who later 

came to be the employer of the child.38 Two children came with and worked for their uncle.39 The 

recruitment chains are said to be similar for boys and girls, except for the gender of the recruiter;  

when girls are trafficked for the purpose of exploitative labour women are involved to a larger 

extent, while men recruit boys.40 

The number of persons involved in the recruitment is most often one or two; either the employer is 

the one who recruits the child from Gamo Gofa, or there is a recruiter who brings the child for 

another employer. At Meskel, a national holiday in September, many people from Addis Ababa 

come to the village Chencha to celebrate – so do recruiters and it varies whether they are related to 

the child they recruit. The parents' expectations and the promises given by the recruiter are said to 

be more important than the relationship to the recruiter. Additionally there are cases where children 

are transferred between different intermediaries, but those scenarios are rare and not found among 

the children interviewed. Sometimes children are recruited by brokers, mediators who continuously 

bring children to Addis Ababa. The broker can be paid from both sides of the chain, usually from 

employers in Addis Ababa but sometimes also from parents as a sign of appreciation as he promises 

economic prosperity to the family. This trade is though said to decrease as awareness is raised in the 

area.41

5.2 Promises

These children are taken from the southern part, promised that they will go to school or get  

any good life better than the one they had before. [The employers] are telling them that life  

37 Interview with Gizachew Ayka
38 B1-4, G1
39 G2, B5
40 Ibid.
41 Ibid.
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in Addis is good.42 

There is a clearly visible trend in the methods used by recruiters; fraud, deception and the abuse of 

both power and positions of vulnerability. Promises given by recruiters, essential in the trafficking 

process, are directed towards both children and parents.  All children recruited from Gamo Gofa 

were given promises of what they and sometimes also their family would get if they came to Addis 

Ababa.  The promises  mentioned by the children  are  mainly  consisting of  education,  work  and 

money.43 As all children were uneducated promises of education were very attractive and for boys 

the  promise  could  consist  of  both  conventional  schooling  and  to  learn  the  craft  of  traditional 

weaving.44 While  the boys claim they knew what  tasks they would work with45,  the girls were 

promised work in a more general sense; “it's good in Addis, you can get any kind of job”.46  This 

might be connected to the fact that the boys actually are trained and get a profession, while the task 

of carrying firewood is not equivalent in status.47

 

The main promise is economic and given to both children and parents, a promise that is rarely 

fulfilled yet causes the parents to give away their child “to increase their household income, to get  

some money”.48 Parents are guaranteed money, gifts from their child and help in the future.49 The 

most common amount of money parents are promised is 200 Birr (80 SEK) per year, an amount that 

even if it in some rare cases reaches the parents is not equivalent to the work load of the child.50 

The children seem to be unaware of this specific promise; none of the interviewees recalled any 

clearly  defined amount.  One boy although stated that  his  parents  expected money to  be sent.51 

Additionally the promises can be more general, symbols of what is considered a good life such as 

nice clothes, soap and salt.52 The girls who went to Addis Ababa by themselves or together with 

friends still had expectations. One girl had well-dressed friends coming from Addis Ababa: “They 

told me I can get a better life here”.53

Expectations are a result of lies and unawareness. Recruiters bring about false hope for parents and 

42 Gizachew Ayka
43 G1-5, B1-6
44 B2-6
45 B1-4, B6
46 G5
47 Gizachew Ayka
48 Getnet Oda
49 B1-2, Gizachew Ayka
50 Gizachew Ayka
51 B6
52 Gizachew Ayka
53 G4
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the rest of the community by saying  “I will help you out”, but when the money never come the 

parents do not demand any payment. Parents are unaware, a state used by the recruiters when they 

know the reality at the end of the recruitment process. Recruiters often take the initiative and say ”if  

you send your children I will also take care of them”. Sometimes persuasion from the recruiter is 

unnecessary as parents may take the chance and ask: “Can you please help me, take my child and  

put him in a school, help him out to do something that [...] can help me in the future”.54 

5.3 Parents

In Gamo Gofa there is no severe starvation and most farmers can feed their family – the challenge is 

to provide a good future for all children. “If they have ten children, what will you do? You want to  

send three or four of them away.”55 The large families in combination with insufficient means leads 

to the question of whether all children should stay with the parents or if a better alternative awaits 

elsewhere, for the well being of the child and to cope with the economic poverty.56 Chencha citizens 

face economic challenges, although the community since the last decade has increased access to 

primary and secondary education there are still a number of problems affecting the families and 

their prioritization. To supply books and other educational necessaries is sometimes a challenge too 

hard to let children enrol in school. As there is a shortage of land, farmers need to pay rent to the 

government even though they often lack capital to do so.57  

A common attitude in rural Ethiopia is that urbanization leads to positive individual development, 

irrespective  of  the  purpose,  and  the  migration  from Gamo Gofa  to  Shiromeda,  northern  Addis 

Ababa have taken place for many decades – the migration of children is therefore a part of an 

extensive movement.58 The culture of the capital is admired; the Amharic language, the clothes and 

the general appearance of a person who has been to Addis Ababa all lead to a common notion and 

shared attitude of what the city life can offer.59 The search for alternatives has two reasons; the well 

being of the child and the economic poverty.60 

Lack of food, clothes and education are mentioned as difficulties faced when the children lived with 

54 Gizachew Ayka
55 Ibid.
56 Gizachew Ayka, Getnet Oda
57 Getnet Oda
58 Gizachew Ayka
59 Getnet Oda, Gizachew Ayka
60 Getnet Oda
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their parents.61 “I [didn't] have enough clothes to wear and enough food to eat”.62 Family life and 

its circumstances hindered children from attending school, exemplified by one girl who needed to 

take care of her ill mother and thereby was unable to educate.63

5.4 Decision Making

“My father [said to] me: Go to Addis and please work and you […] will help me”64

Only one child says his parents were unaware that he was leaving to Addis65, the rest of the children 

state  that  their  parents knew about  the trafficking.66 Among the girls  whose age at  the  date of 

departure was higher, there were more objections from the parents.67 One of the reasons were said to 

be that the girl was expected to work at home; a reason never told by the boys.68 Mostly boys are 

trafficked, there are no signs of girls being less wanted in the family and therefore handed over to a 

recruiter.69 But as the parents also believed in the promises given by the recruiter, they could let 

their daughter go.70 Among the boys the parents' role stand out as more cooperative, being happy in 

line with the promises; expected education and work for their son and money both for him and 

themselves.71 

Further there is a somewhat clear pattern connected to age; including both girls and boys the ones 

leaving Gamo Gofa when they were older, above 13, claim they made the choice themselves72, but 

the ones younger than 13 were recruited according to their  parents'  decision.73 Smaller children 

often stand outside the decision making,  while  older children ask questions and strive for their 

rights. Younger children are for that reason easier to manipulate and shape according to the will of 

the recruiter.74

When  parents  decide  the  decision  is  made  by  the  mother,  the  father  or  both,  imposed  by  the 

61 B1, B3, G1-2, G4
62 B3
63 G1
64 B1
65 B2
66 B1, B3-6, G1-5
67 G1, G4
68 G4
69 Gizachew Ayka
70 G2
71 B1, B3-6
72 G1, B2
73 G2, B1, B4-6
74 Gizachew Ayka
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recruiters.75 Even though they are aware of the fact that their child is leaving they are unaware of the 

life  he  or  she  will  face  in  Addis  Ababa.76 Gizachew Ayka emphasizes  the  parental  love  –  the 

decision to send a child to Addis Ababa is based on the assumption that it is the right thing to do for 

the child.77 

5.5 Child Hand Over

Children are neither abducted nor taken by force, but given away by parents to the said-to-be future 

trusting  the  recruiter.78 There  is  a  big  difference  between  age  groups,  when  the  older  children 

cooperated in a larger extent. Two girls came on their own or together with friends, as they were a 

bit older and they were more active in the migration – nevertheless they both had contact with 

someone in Addis Ababa.79  The youngest children are unable to migrate on their own, but as soon 

they are old enough they can join the general migration that is merely based on the world view and 

expectations of city life.80 

Parents mostly give their children in the hands of the recruiter in their home village, but sometimes 

parents bring the child beyond the governmental checking point where a child can pass only of he 

or she is accompanied by a parent.81 

5.6 Transportation

All interviewees went by car or bus directly from Chencha or Arba Minch to Addis Ababa and a  

majority  were  accompanied by their  recruiter/employer.82 Children  are  not  transported as  a  big 

group;  usually  two or three children are  recruited at  the same time.  The few who travelled by 

themselves or together with friends were the oldest interviewed, because children older than 14 can 

come to Addis Ababa without the employer if they have got information about the end destination  

beforehand.83 In these cases it is hard to know whether or not it is a case of trafficking, even though 

the consequence was exploitative labour, and conclusions are even harder to make when the contact 

in  the  city  was  a  relative.84 Further,  this  is  another  unambiguous example  of  the  risk that  the 

interviewees overrate their own role and free choice in the trafficking process.

75 Gizachew Ayka
76 Jalale Benti
77 Gizachew Ayka
78 Jalale Benti
79 G4, G5
80 Gizachew Ayka
81 Ibid.
82 G1-5, B1-6
83 Gizachew Ayka
84 G4-5
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According to Ethiopian law it is not allowed to bring a child from one region to another if you are 

not  the  parent,  but  this  is  easily  escaped  by  lying;  “It's  my  own  child,  I'm  his  parent”. 

Governmental institutions are nowadays aware of the trafficking and focus on the route from south 

Ethiopia to Addis Ababa, nevertheless trafficking still take place and the attempts to combat it is 

confused when children are recruited and transported by relatives. If a recruiter is caught together 

with a child, the child will be sent back home and maybe new attempts of recruitment will be 

tried.85  

5.7 Exploitative Child Labour

In the description of the situation in Addis Ababa there are many indicators that  children from 

Gamo Gofa are trafficked for the purpose of exploitative labour; physical, psychological and sexual 

abuse86, manual handling of heavy loads87, work in confined spaces88, long hours89 and confinement 

to  the premises  of  the employer90.  All  interviewees  describe  working situations  that  are  illegal 

according to Ethiopian law, including employment at too young an age, work that endanger their 

lives and health, overtime and night time working.91 Age additionally affects the character of the 

relation to the employer; younger children consider the employer to be a parent.92 

5.7.1 Weavers

The boys recruited from Chencha for the purpose of traditional weaving give a very clear picture of 

the  labour  situation,  as  they  all  face  similar  circumstances.  In  Addis  Ababa  five  of  the  boys 

interviewed worked in the northern part of the city, Shiromeda or Kebele Hayasost, while one had 

his  working  place  in  Asko.93 In  average  the  working  day  starts  at  7am and  end  at  9pm,  but 

sometimes boys are forced to start work at 4am and not allowed to go to sleep until 1am.94 Breaks 

are not permitted and if a boy fall asleep the employer wake him up and said “Go back to work!”.95 

They sleep at the workplace, on the ground beside the weaving machine, which means that they do 

not have any proper place to sleep96 and life is affected by continuous diseases and headache due to 

85 Gizachew Ayka
86 G3, B2, Gizachew Ayka
87 G1-5, Jalale Benti, Gizachew Ayka
88 B1-6, Henok Wondimu, Gizachew Ayka
89 G1-5, B1-6
90 B3
91 G1-5, B1-6
92 Gizachew Ayka
93 B1-6
94 B4
95 B3
96 Henok Wondimu
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lack of sleep and other hardships.97 The employer often hit or kicks his employees, and there is 

never enough food available for the children.98

On Sundays the children do not work, but there are still tasks to carry out in order to prepare for 

next week.99 Salary is not paid but all weavers get a small amount of money every Sunday – the 

most common amount is 5 Birr (1.80 SEK at today's rate), but can go up to 15 Birr (5.40 SEK) per 

week.100 On Sundays they do not get any food, so the money is used to still their hunger that day.101 

5.7.2 Firewood Carriers

The situation of trafficked girls is more varied and this can be explained by two reasons. First, the 

purpose of the recruitment of the boys is a lot more definite – they come to Addis Ababa to weave, 

and some even knew this before they migrated. The girls were never told of the purpose of the  

recruitment, which probably can be explained by both the low status and the physical workload.102 

Second, as some girls cooperated more in the recruitment process they did not end up in the hands 

of an employer to the same extent. While the boys live and work at the same place, the girls were 

forced to shift between both locations and employers.103 

For a firewood carrier the workday often goes from 6am to 5pm, consisting of walking up to the 

Entoto Mountain to collect and carry down about 50-70 kg of eucalyptus wood. The firewood is 

either given to the employer or sold downtown – if she has an employer she rarely gets the money 

earned.104 In addition to abuse both within and outside the home, the work itself destroys the body, 

and 25 year old women can have chronic back problems due to the carrying - “This is not human 

work!”105  

Whether the girls work for a specific employer or not varies. One interviewed girl sold firewood in 

order to give the money to her brothers, and two worked as housemaids for relatives, including the 

collecting of firewood.106 Girls often start as housemaids; cleaning the house, cooking and taking 

care of small children until they become physically strong enough to collect and carry firewood. 

97 B2-4
98 B1, B2, B5
99 Gizachew Ayka
100B1-3, B5
101B4-5, Gizachew Ayka
102G1-5, Gizachew Ayka
103G1-5
104Gizachew Ayka,  Jalale Benti
105Gizachew Ayka
106G2, G4-5
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They work six days per week, but even if they rest on Sundays there are many things they have to 

do within the home.107 From helping in the family home there is a big difference to start working as 

a housemaid; instead of helping they become servants expected to do everything in the household 

and the carrying of firewood stands out as the most difficult task.108 The firewood carriers often 

become injured, like one interviewee who was unable to work after she twisted her foot.109 Apart 

from physical injuries the girls are emotionally hurt, since they are neglected contact with their 

family and forced to work. The inability to return back to the family is due to both lack of money 

and embarrassment. Having family and friends thinking that she lives a good life in Addis Ababa 

she is ashamed of unveiling the reality.110 

6. Analysis of Research Findings

While Basu and Van provide a clear image of the altruistic parent, the view on entrepreneurs – in 

this case interpreted as recruiters – remain vague. The Ethiopian case may underline the suspicion 

of  avariciousness  in  the  recruitment  process,  as  false  promises  follow  the  complete  chain. 

According to the theoretical statements in the luxury axiom is economic poverty the main reason for  

child labour and thereby also child trafficking for the purpose of exploitative labour. Getnet Oda 

testify how parents give away their child “to increase the family income, to get some money”, 

which goes in line with the luxury axiom in the same way as the informants' statement that children 

are given away to cope with economic poverty and to care for the child's well-being.  Gizachew 

Ayka's conclusion that parents strive to do the right thing to the child shows that the luxury axiom 

and the altruistic view of the household are accurate components also when it comes to trafficking. 

Notwithstanding, the main promise given is economic, which has an effect on the decision making. 

Cases of parents asking recruiters for favours give further importance to the economic status and 

underlying attitudes towards both Addis Ababa and what is best for children. Even if the trafficking 

process is affected by unawareness of the purpose, awareness is also characteristic for the specific 

case as families know about the recruitment. 

The  promises  given  to  rural  citizens  in  Gamo Gofa  consist  of  education,  work  and money in 

different combinations. Although work and education are not money straight into the pockets of the 

child's parents, they may contribute to hope for prosperity. Work can provide regular income as does 

107Gizachew Ayka
108Jalale Benti
109G4
110Jalale Benti
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free education in the future. In Gamo Gofa the cost of every child is a heavy burden economically, 

and therefore the recruitment economic promises aside offers a release to a hard-pressed family. 

Maybe this aspect testifies that the poverty forces parents to let their children work in Addis Ababa, 

not because of the money they will get but because of the money they lack. This is further enhanced 

by the low amount of money that often figures in the trafficking case. Even though we lack statistics  

on income, the fact that a small sum can be a crucial aspect in the recruitment process is a clear 

evidence of the importance of economy. If the indirect profit of the recruitment however is not as 

important as the long-term thinking, the poverty is still the determining factor. The difficulty of 

providing necessaries for school is another link in the recruitment, since the promise of education is 

so much focused on the well-being of the child. 

The push factor of poverty has to be set in relation to the description of the trafficking process, 

continuously affected by unawareness and lack of knowledge. When promises of economic wealth 

are given to a poor community poverty becomes a push factor, as is also the case of illiteracy and 

promises of education. Therefore there is reason to believe that trafficking of children from Gamo 

Gofa via the promises also affects what is seen to be push factors. Promises work as a catalyst of 

trafficking, since the socio-economic context in combination with the expectations and promises 

enable  the  recruitment.  Getnet  Oda  emphasizes  the  economic  need  of  families,  which  in 

combination with promises is considered reason enough to send a child to Addis Ababa. Economic 

poverty  is  somehow activated  by  economic  promises  and  therefore  an  important  aspect  when 

describing the trafficking. Large families create an urgent need to cope with the situation, and then 

the opportunity of sending a child to what is considered to be a better life is an offer too good to 

reject. This means that the description of the case can lead to a future explanation.

There are no signs of violent recruitment, and no children seem to have been abducted or taken by 

force. Trafficking of boys from Gamo Gofa to the Addis Ababa weaving industry is rather easy to 

draw conclusions from, while both purpose and means in trafficking of girls seem to vary and the 

sample of this study may be too small to provide sufficient insight in the case. Older girls stand out 

in the result in two ways; they more often decide to migrate themselves and the parents object in a 

larger extent. In line with the theory this means that older girls have started to contribute to the 

family economy and therefore parents can afford to keep them in the house. The basic attitude is 

that parents want their children to stay at home, but poverty forces them to send children away. 

When the most critical period has passed and the child can provide some sort of income, the cost of 
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keeping the beloved child is bearable. The luxury axiom hence means that the parental care does not  

change – the family economy does. For that reason the recruiters' method of false promises can 

result in child trafficking.  

Boys  are  favoured  in  the  trafficking  –  the  weaving  industry  is  more  defined  and  developed 

compared to the collecting of firewood and girls are said to be needed in the household. If decisions 

are  based  on  the  household  economy,  the  indirect  contribution  of  girls  might  function  as  a 

protection from trafficking. Girls work at home while boys can be sent to work elsewhere. The fact 

that girls are more rarely recruited also indicate a general attitude towards child labour that affects 

the prevalence of child trafficking, especially by the cases where girls are favoured to work at home 

and boys are given away even when work was the purpose told by the recruiter.  Of course the 

limitations of this study and especially the exclusion of trafficking for prostitution largely affect this 

result and reduce the importance of gender.

There  are  no  clear  examples  of  the  three  categories  of  intermediaries  (recruiters,  escorts  and 

surveyors) identified by ILO and it is often the same person that recruits, escorts and surveys the 

children originating from Gamo Gofa. Escorts are said to pose as family members, but when the 

person actually is a family member or relative there is no need of lying. Paradoxically these aspects 

make the eradication of trafficking more complicated in the sense that relatives may be harder to 

prosecute.  It  might  be  problematic  to  label  all  family  members,  relatives  or  friends  bringing 

children to Addis Ababa as recruiters as we only know the actual outcome, not the initial purpose of 

the migration. However this does not contest Basu and Van. Instead the role of relatives brings the 

case  of  trafficking  closer  to  child  labour  performed  in  the  home  area  and  the  theory  can  be 

expanded. But if we are to include the relatives mentioned in the concept “family” in the luxury 

axiom, the altruism of family members is seriously challenged. When the recruiter is the employer 

the description of the urban labour situation state that care for children is not a present aspect. Yet, 

in the light of the luxury axiom we have reason to believe that poverty is affecting the choice of 

labourers; if the industry could afford adult labourers the situation might have been different. In the 

cases when the children are told about the labour awaiting them the purpose is definite, but it is not 

unthinkable that relatives actually bring children from Gamo Gofa to Addis Ababa with a sincere 

will  to  help.  Relationships  are  a  source  of  both exploitation and protection in  the Gamo Gofa 

context where the double character of civil society and extended families are shown; relational trust 

follows the  complete  recruitment  chain but  the lack thereof  also enables some elements  in the 
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process. 

Though the purpose of the recruitment is not central in expanding the theory of the luxury axiom it 

is  still  important  complementary information.  The end of  the recruitment  chain shows that  the 

promises are leading the recruitment, not the real working situation into which children are lured. If 

the money reaches neither the child nor its parents, it does not weaken the validity of the luxury 

axiom in child trafficking recruitment, since it depends more on the information given before the 

child is handed over. 

The question is how the decision making is affected by the context in comparison with the promises 

– how are the two aspects correlating in the trafficking process? The research findings also raise 

question on whether  the promises  are  new information or  just  a  reminder  of  attitudes that  are 

already there. Do recruiters create the dream of Addis Ababa or do they provide a chance to make 

the dream come true? If the recruiter initiates the trafficking it belongs to the first alternative, but  

when parents ask someone to take their child recruiters just need to take advantage of poverty and 

attitudes that are already there. 

Whether  poverty  or  a  world  view can  enable  child  trafficking  is  a  discussion  into  which  the 

Ethiopian trafficking case can bring some insights.  Both aspects  are there in the history of the 

children, and both may affect the decision making. As Addis Ababa is considered to be the place 

where a better life can be provided the choice is based on both poverty and world view – but if the 

society in Gamo Gofa had a more realistic picture of the urban life they would probably not take the 

risk of sending children into even deeper poverty.  Hence,  the world view is an important  link 

between poverty and the parents' decision of sending a child away. Older children, yet underaged, 

have the ability to cooperate more in the recruitment process; the role of the parents might not be as 

important as the children already have adopted the general view of Addis Ababa.   

Gamo Gofa parents have a double-sided expectation; parents believe that a better life awaits their 

children and that they themselves will get an economic gain by giving them away. This study gives 

further argument for the economic aspects when it comes to recruitment promises. If Gamo Gofa 

were not as poverty-stricken as the zone is today, would the economic promises have the same 

effect? How developed can a society be and still strive for economic prosperity? Economic needs 

are in this case a potential cause, but foremost a part of the method used by recruiters. Whether it is 
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a cause can be explained in further research, yet in the description of the case comes a question of 

how the methods of the recruiters can be hindered. If there is a chance to get education, work and 

especially money within the villages the promises would not be as attractive as they are today. In a 

broader sense the case brings questions on if and how urbanization would be affected by economic 

development  –  would  the  number  of  “survival  migrants”  decrease?  Today,  urbanization  brings 

symbols  for  the  hope  for  a  better  future,  including  a  better  economy;  it  does  not  change  the 

rationality of the migration but replace the premises upon which decisions are made. 

Combining love, poverty and the wrong information, the families in Chencha and Arba Minch make  

decisions with the most unwanted consequences. Definitely there is need of a broader sample to 

make a more well-founded description of the recruitment process, but the research give a shared 

picture of parents that care about their children and base their decisions on their economy and false 

assumptions rather than selfishness. 
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7. Summary and Conclusions

The theory of the luxury axiom underlines the altruistic nature of the household – children only 

need to work when poverty forces them to. As this is said about child labour where parents are the 

main decision makers there are reasons to believe that the statements are accurate in recruitment of 

children in the trafficking process for the purpose of exploitative labour. Research on trafficking 

mostly focus on international trafficking for prostitution, leaving a need of investigating in-country 

trafficking for other purposes. In Sub-Saharan Africa there are even more research gaps,  which 

gives reason to focus on a case of trafficking in Ethiopia with the expectation that the role of parents  

is crucial in the process.

In order to describe how children are recruited from Gamo Gofa for the purpose of exploitative 

labour in Addis Ababa, research was made through a field study in Ethiopia during the spring of 

2011 and interviews were conducted within the local NGO WSG/HCE-RDA. The material  was 

elaborated  from  the  variables  (recruiter,  promises,  parents,  decision  making,  child  hand  over, 

transportation  and  exploitative  child  labour)  and  analysed  from  Basu  and  Van's  theory.  The 

weakness of the study mainly lies within the small sample and lack of additional perspectives; an 

NGO with great insight of the problem was chosen as it gives access to information, yet there are 

certainly  other  sources  of  information  that  can  provide  enrichment.  All  trafficking  victims  

interviewed have been set free and are included in the project of the NGO; therefore the sample is 

more in the hands of the organisation than based on principles for research. In the area of trafficking 

there  are  also  methodology  difficulties  when  both  access  and  ethical  considerations  limit  the  

research. The contribution is both to fill the existing research gap and to provide information needed 

for interventions.  

In rural Chencha and Arba Minch, Gamo Gofa zone, SNNPR, there are many poverty-stricken large 

families with limited access to education and from this area children are trafficked for the purpose 

of exploitative labour, to the weaving and firewood industries in northern Addis Ababa. Young boys 

are favoured by recruiters, who often turn out to be the employer as well. Parents more often than 

not make the decision of sending the child away, imposed by the promises of money both for the 

child and the rest of the family, and indirect gain via work and education. Younger children are in 

the hands  of the parents  while  older children participate  more in  the recruitment.  Children are 

trafficked by the means of false promises given to a poor context, parents trusting the recruiter. 
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Thus, by the promises new premises are given and new conclusions are being made – trafficking is 

enabled. The research findings expand the theory of the luxury axiom and give reason to believe 

that  false  assumptions  and  promises  are  important  aspects  of  trafficking.  Parental  love  in 

combination with poverty shows that altruism rather than selfishness affect the trafficking process, 

but  the good intentions  of  parents  do not  seem to be found among the relatives recruiting the 

children. 

African in-country trafficking not only occur in West Africa – as it takes place in Ethiopia, we may 

have  reason to  expect  that  it  occurs  in  the  rest  of  Sub-Saharan  Africa  as  well.  Generalization 

depends more on the context from which children are trafficked than the purpose of the trafficking, 

what industry the children are recruited into, so therefore the result should be generalizable to other 

rural areas from where migration take place and children are trafficked.

Based on this study there are several suggestions on future research. A closer analysis of the context 

from which the children are recruited, such as economic status and educational background, can 

give further insight in the luxury axiom. Perhaps the luxury axiom can be expanded beyond this 

case, and a more thorough expansion of the theory can be made if the economic models are set in 

relation statistics. Generally there should be more research on eventual trafficking of children for 

exploitative labour from and/or to other parts of Ethiopia and Africa. Comparative studies can relate 

the trafficking mentioned in this thesis to recruitment for other industries and recruitment of adults 

for different  purposes. Within the same case future research should focus on the girls  carrying 

firewood, since they are neglected in previous research and as the result from this study shows that 

the recruitment varies within the group there is need for a larger sample.  A second step can also be 

to find explanations on why children are trafficked from the area. 

Policy implications following the result should target both the rural poverty and the illusions of the 

urban reality. Basic needs, such as education and health care have to be met so that the urgent need 

of migration minimizes. Second, the general assumption of urban areas needs to be realistic and 

well-founded  so  that  false  illusions  in  the  form of  promises  from recruiters  cannot  easily  be 

adopted. This can be done by raising awareness and inform the public – mainly parents – about the 

prevalence of child trafficking and the means used. 
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9. List of interviewees 

9.1 Respondents

HCE Freedom House Girls Home, Sidist kilo, Addis Ababa 

Girl 1 (G1), 2011-04-06

Girl 2 (G2), 2011-04-06

Girl 3 (G3), 2011-04-06

Girl 4 (G4), 2011-04-06

Girl 5 (G5), 2011 04-06

HCE Freedom House Boys Home, Sidist kilo, Addis Ababa

Boy 1 (B1), 2011-04-15

Boy 2 (B2), 2011-04-15

Boy 3 (B3), 2011-04-15

Boy 4 (B4), 2011-04-15

Boy 5 (B5), 2011-04-15

Boy 6 (B6), 2011-03-07

9.2 Informants

Gizachew Ayka, coordinator of WSG, 2011-03-15, Giorgis, Addis Ababa

Henok Wondimu, coordinator HCE Freedom House Boys Home, 2011-03-07, Sidist kilo, Addis 

Ababa

Jalale Benti, coordinator HCE Freedom House Girls Home, 2011-03-09, Sidist kilo, Addis Ababa

Getnet Oda, assistant coordinator WSG/HCE Chencha, 2011-03-26, Chencha
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Appendix I: Interview Guide – Children 

• What is your name? 

• How old are you?

• Where were you born?

• When did you come to Addis Ababa?

• Why did you come to Addis Ababa?

• With whom did you come to Addis Ababa?

• What were you promised?

• (Tell me about the day you left from [Chencha] to Addis Ababa)

• Did your parents know that you left?

• Who made the decision that you would go?

• How was it when you came to Addis Ababa?

• Where did you live?

• Did you get paid?

• Did you have any contact with your parents?

• How is life now?

• What are your hopes for the future?
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Appendix II: Maps

Map of Addis Ababa

Source: http://www.addisallaround.com/Portals/0/maps/72542322.jpg 2011-05-09
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Map of Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples Region (SNNPR)

Source: http://www.snnprbofed.gov.et/SNNPR.gif 2011-05-09
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